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NATO Summit Debates: War & Expansion  

 

Date:  

March 26, Saturday 

(Competitors arrive and check in on Friday; debates happen all day Saturday; guests may stay 

Saturday night and fly home on Sunday)  

 

Topic:  

In light of intense fighting inside Ukraine, the purpose of this event is to bring the brightest 

student minds to bear on the question: how should NATO react to the conflict?  This is a 

positional debate, where teams will alternate giving presentations in favor of direct NATO 

intervention and opposed to such intervention.  Students may also discuss the notion of NATO 

expansion or restraint in other nations besides Ukraine, particularly those eastward of current 

NATO boundaries.  The event will have students simulate being an advisor hired to provide an 

opinion to NATO officials on what constitutes a course of action best conforming to NATO’s 

mission and purpose.  Students are encouraged to engage directly with NATO’s Strategic 

Concept and Treaty Articles to convince their judging panelists that a course of either direct 

intervention or restraint best aligns with NATO’s organizational objectives.     

 

Affirmative Teams must propose & defend the following position to the judges: 

NATO should not expand its military commitment or treaty membership further eastward. 

 

Negative Teams must propose & defend the opposite position to the judges: 

NATO should expand its military commitment or treaty membership further eastward. 

 

Each team will debate on the affirmative and negative sides twice during the event.   

 

While the world’s eye is turned to Ukraine right now, the broad nature of these positional 

arguments enables teams to discuss NATO expansion or restraint regarding other nations 

eastward of NATO’s borders like Finland, Sweden, Belarus, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, etc. 

 

Both teams in the round have an independent burden of proof.  It is equally essential to support 

your own side’s position as it is to identify weaknesses in your opponent’s case.  Judges will vote 

for the team that most persuasively convinced the panel that NATO expansion or restraint most 

aligns with NATO’s purpose and organizational stature. 

 

This tournament offers graduate and undergraduate students alike an opportunity to critically 

think about NATO’s next best steps in responding to violence.  The crisis prompting this Summit 

is ongoing in real-time; people’s lives are being lost or forever altered as a result of the 

Ukrainian-Russian war.  There is, therefore, no timelier topic of scholarship and discourse than 

to decide NATO’s next steps.  We hope that your students will benefit tremendously from 

putting themselves in decision-makers’ shoes and making their cases at this Summit.   
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Format:  

Teams of 2 Students Each 

Times for speeches: 

- 1st Affirmative Constructive (8 Minutes) 

o Cross examination (3 minutes) 

- 1st Negative Constructive (8 Minutes) 

o Cross Examination (3 Minutes) 

- 2nd Affirmative Constructive (6 Minutes) 

o Cross Examination (3 Minutes) 

- 2nd Negative Constructive (8 Minutes) 

o Cross Examination (3 Minutes) 

- Affirmative Rebuttal (2 Minutes) 

 

Schedule: [all times in EST] 

March 25: Friday 

- 3:00 PM: Competitors able to check-in to [Hyatt Regency Dulles] 

- [Dinner on own] 

[PHC will pay hotel accommodations for attending competitors and their coaches]  

 

March 26: Saturday 

- 8:30 AM Continental Breakfast [on-site] 

- 9:00 AM: Check-In 

- 9:30 AM: Judges’ Briefing 

- 10:00 AM: Round 1 

- 11:30 AM: Round 2 

- 1:00 PM: Lunch [on-site] 

- 1:30 PM: Judge Briefing 

- 2:00 PM: Round 3 

- 3:30 PM: Round 4 

- 5:00 PM: Final Round 

- [Dinner on own] 

[PHC will pay hotel accommodations on-site for attending competitors and their coaches]  

 

March 27: Sunday 

- [Standard continental breakfast at the hotel; PHC will not need to pay] 

- 12:00 PM – All tournament attendees must check-out  

 

Location: 

Hyatt Regency Dulles 

2300 Dulles Corner Blvd.,  

Herndon, Virginia, United States, 20171 

 

[If flying, IAD-Dulles Airport is recommended!  Only a shuttle drive away from the Hyatt] 
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Fees & Accommodations:  

Registration fee is only $25 per competing team; due the morning of the tournament.  Checks 

should be made out to Patrick Henry College.    

 

Patrick Henry College will cover all hotel room costs for all attending competitors and coaches 

who register by March 11, 2022.   

Breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday, and lunch on Saturday will be covered by Patrick Henry 

College.  Dinners on Friday and Saturday are on the competitors and coaches.   

 

Registration: 

Please register you teams here: https://forms.gle/8MSQAV3iZgwJNYZL7  

 

Final deadline for registration is March 22, 2022 

Deadline to have hotel rooms covered: March 11, 2022 

 

Safety & COVID: 

In accordance with updated CDC guidance posted February 25, 2022, masks will be encouraged, 

but not mandated at this Summit.  Both Fairfax and Loudoun counties in Virginia have been 

classified as “low risk” according to the CDC [last checked February 28, 2022], and mask 

wearing is therefore encouraged according to “personal preference, informed by your personal 

level of risk.”1  If you are inclined to mask up, please do!   

 

Contact Information:  

If you have any questions that arise before or during the event, please don’t hesitate to contact 

Ryan McDonald at rjmcdonald@phc.edu or (808) 343-0596.   

 

Patrick Henry College is excited to host you all at this unique, and timely academic event!   

 

 

Ryan McDonald 

Head Coach 

PHC Debate 

 
1 CDC, Use and Care of Masks, Updated Feb. 25, 2022 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-

getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html [last accessed Feb. 28, 2022] 
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